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Developing Clarinet Players… A COVID Catch Up 
John Benzer, Presenter  

I. INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW 

II. EQUIPMENT 
A. Presence of Reeds and Reed Guards 
B. Condition of Reeds 
C. Selection of Reeds 

III. MAINTENANCE 
A. Corks, Mouthpieces and Pads 
B. Type of Swab 
C. Swabbing Clarinet 
D. Cleaning Mouthpiece and Barrel 

IV. ASSEMBLY / DISASSEMBLY 
A. Mouthpiece, Barrel, Ligature and Reed 
B. Connecting Upper and Lower Joints  

V. EMBOUCHURE 
A. Correctly Holding the Mouthpiece 
B. Corners 
C. Presence of Lower Lip 
D. Breathing 

VI. HAND POSITION 
A. Angle of Right Hand 
B. Left Hand 
C. Left Hand Thumb 



VII. ARTICULATION 
A. Movement of Tongue 
B. Starting an Articulation 
C. Syllables 

VIII. INSTRUMENT SPECIFIC EXERCISES 
A. Overview 
B. Register Slurs 

- activating register key 
- verbalizing notes 
- assisting students having difficulties 

C. Finger Rolls 
- left hand fingers 
- pivoting left hand index finger 
- hovering “unused” fingers 

D. Crossing the Break 
- how crossing the break is presented and introduced to students 
- moving from B to A 
- right hand usage with throat tones 
- moving from A to B 
- moving from Bb…to B…and back to Bb 
- moving from Bb to C 
- breathing in relation to crossing the break 

E. Harmonics  
- verbalizing note names 
- stress/float concept  
- 1/2 hole vs. complete removal of left hand index finger 
- assisting students having difficulties  
- use of “speaker” key 
- vowel sounds 
- air and quality of reed 

F. Adding Articulations to Register Slurs 
G. Adding Articulations to Harmonics  

IX. CONCLUSION 
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