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Director‌ ‌of‌ ‌Curriculum‌ ‌&‌ ‌Content‌ ‌ 

Williamson‌ ‌Music‌ ‌1st‌ ‌ 
chilton.rob@gmail.com‌ ‌ 

‌ 
What‌ ‌is‌ ‌literacy?‌ ‌ 

Literacy‌ ‌is‌ ‌the‌ ‌ability‌ ‌to‌ ‌read,‌ ‌write,‌ ‌speak,‌ ‌and‌ ‌listen‌ ‌in‌ ‌a‌ ‌manner‌ ‌that‌ ‌allows‌ ‌us‌ ‌to‌ ‌make‌ ‌sense‌‌ 
of‌ ‌the‌ ‌world.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
What‌ ‌is‌ ‌‌music‌‌ ‌literacy?‌ ‌ 

Music‌ ‌literacy‌ ‌is‌ ‌the‌ ‌ability‌ ‌to‌ ‌read,‌ ‌compose,‌ ‌perform,‌ ‌and‌ ‌listen‌ ‌in‌ ‌a‌ ‌manner‌ ‌that‌ ‌allows‌ ‌us‌ ‌to‌‌ 
make‌ ‌sense‌ ‌of‌ ‌music.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Purpose‌ ‌of‌ ‌Presentation‌ ‌ 
In‌ ‌this‌ ‌presentation,‌ ‌I‌ ‌will‌ ‌propose‌ ‌that‌ ‌‌literacy‌ ‌(specifically‌ ‌reading‌ ‌in‌ ‌efforts‌ ‌to‌ ‌perform‌ ‌the‌‌                             
written‌ ‌language)‌ ‌is‌ ‌the‌ ‌most‌‌important‌‌skill‌‌we‌‌teach‌‌our‌‌students.‌ ‌Reading‌‌and‌‌performing‌‌                           
the‌ ‌written‌ ‌language‌ ‌is‌ ‌the‌ ‌key‌ ‌to‌ ‌improving‌ ‌performance,‌ ‌composition,‌ ‌and‌ ‌listening‌ ‌skills.‌‌                         
Students‌ ‌that‌ ‌are‌ ‌literate‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌more‌ ‌engaged‌ ‌in‌ ‌learning‌ ‌their‌ ‌instruments‌ ‌therefore‌‌                         
enhancing‌ ‌our‌ ‌instrumental‌ ‌pedagogy.‌ ‌ 

‌ 

‌ 
‌ 

‌   

‌ 
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The‌ ‌Overview‌ ‌ 

‌ 
‌ 

‌ 
‌   
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Rhythm‌ ‌ 
Rhythm‌‌is‌‌the‌‌most‌‌important‌‌aspect‌‌of‌‌understanding‌‌the‌‌musical‌‌language.‌ ‌Without‌‌a‌‌proper‌‌                           
understanding‌ ‌of‌ ‌rhythm,‌ ‌all‌ ‌other‌ ‌attempts‌ ‌to‌ ‌develop‌ ‌literacy‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌in‌ ‌vain.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
A‌ ‌right‌ ‌note‌ ‌at‌ ‌the‌ ‌wrong‌ ‌time‌ ‌is‌ ‌a‌ ‌wrong‌ ‌note.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Step‌ ‌1‌ ‌-‌ ‌Developing‌ ‌Rhythm‌ ‌from‌ ‌the‌ ‌Start‌ ‌ 

● Explaining‌ ‌“The‌ ‌Beat”‌ ‌ 
● Developing‌ ‌Proper‌ ‌Foot‌ ‌Tap‌ ‌Technique‌ ‌ 
● Establish‌ ‌the‌ ‌Quarter‌ ‌Note‌ ‌&‌ ‌Quarter‌ ‌Rest‌ ‌ 

‌ 

‌ 
‌ 

‌ 
● Teaching‌ ‌Proper‌ ‌Clapping‌ ‌Technique‌ ‌ 
● Teaching‌ ‌Proper‌ ‌Counting‌ ‌Technique‌ ‌ 

‌ 
‌   

‌ 
‌ 

‌ 
‌ 

‌  ‌ 

1‌ ‌  2‌ ‌  3‌ ‌  4‌ ‌ 

   
‌ 

   

(1)‌ ‌  (2)‌ ‌  (3)‌ ‌  (4)‌ ‌ 
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Step‌ ‌2‌ ‌-‌ ‌Scaffolding‌ ‌Larger‌ ‌Note‌ ‌Values‌ ‌ 
● Use‌ ‌a‌ ‌Rhythm‌ ‌Tree‌ ‌ 

‌ 

‌ 
‌ 

● Teach‌ ‌‌sustain‌‌ ‌and‌ ‌‌release‌‌ ‌as‌ ‌part‌ ‌of‌ ‌proper‌ ‌clapping‌ ‌technique‌ ‌ 
● Teaching‌ ‌pulsing‌ ‌while‌ ‌counting‌ ‌for‌ ‌longer‌ ‌note‌ ‌values‌ ‌will‌ ‌help‌ ‌establish‌ ‌subdivision‌‌                       

later‌ ‌on.‌ ‌(You‌ ‌can‌ ‌teach‌ ‌this‌ ‌without‌ ‌explaining‌ ‌it.‌ ‌It‌ ‌can‌ ‌be‌ ‌done‌ ‌through‌ ‌“call‌‌and‌‌                               
response.”‌ ‌ 

● Always‌ ‌teach‌ ‌that‌ ‌sound‌ ‌touches‌ ‌silence.‌ ‌ 
● Rests‌‌are‌‌not‌‌“nothing!”‌ ‌They‌‌are‌‌musical‌‌pauses‌‌designed‌‌to‌‌provide‌‌interest‌‌to‌‌what‌‌                           

would‌ ‌otherwise‌ ‌be‌ ‌a‌ ‌constant‌ ‌production‌ ‌of‌ ‌sound!‌ ‌ 
‌   
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Step‌ ‌3‌ ‌-‌ ‌Establish‌ ‌Subdivision‌ ‌ 
Understanding‌ ‌subdivision‌ ‌is‌ ‌the‌ ‌key‌ ‌to‌ ‌unlocking‌ ‌rhythmic‌ ‌accuracy.‌ ‌In‌ ‌the‌ ‌first‌ ‌year‌ ‌of‌‌                           
instruction,‌ ‌ensuring‌ ‌individual‌ ‌success‌ ‌with‌ ‌8th‌ ‌note‌ ‌subdivision‌ ‌should‌ ‌be‌ ‌your‌ ‌primary‌ ‌focus.‌ ‌ 

‌ 

‌ 
‌ 

While‌ ‌teaching‌ ‌8th‌ ‌notes,‌ ‌make‌ ‌sure‌ ‌your‌ ‌students‌ ‌can‌ ‌clap‌ ‌and‌ ‌count‌ ‌a‌ ‌variety‌ ‌of‌ ‌8th‌ ‌note‌‌ 
rhythms‌ ‌while‌ ‌maintaining‌ ‌proper‌ ‌foot‌ ‌tap‌ ‌technique.‌ ‌ 

‌ 

‌ 
‌ 
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It’s‌ ‌important‌ ‌to‌ ‌help‌ ‌students‌ ‌understand‌ ‌that‌ ‌the‌ ‌foot‌ ‌tap‌‌remains‌‌consistent‌‌with‌‌the‌‌beat‌‌                             
and‌‌never‌‌taps‌‌the‌‌rhythm.‌ ‌This‌‌can‌‌be‌‌tricky‌‌when‌‌learning‌‌8th‌‌notes‌‌and‌‌it‌‌is‌‌imperative‌‌that‌‌                                   
we‌ ‌help‌ ‌them‌ ‌through‌ ‌this‌ ‌hurdle.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Establishing‌ ‌a‌ ‌strong‌ ‌understanding‌ ‌of‌ ‌8th‌ ‌note‌ ‌subdivision‌ ‌will‌ ‌unlock‌ ‌many‌ ‌tricky‌ ‌rhythms!‌ ‌ 
‌ ‌  

Dotted‌ ‌quarter‌ ‌notes‌ ‌-‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

‌ 
‌ 

Syncopation‌ ‌-‌‌ ‌  
‌ 
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8th‌ ‌note/8th‌ ‌rest‌ ‌patterns‌ ‌-‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

‌ 
‌ 

8th‌ ‌notes‌ ‌tied‌ ‌after‌ ‌long‌ ‌notes‌ ‌-‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

‌ 
‌ 

‌   
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Staff‌ ‌Notation‌ ‌ 
Staff‌‌notation‌‌is‌‌always‌‌easier‌‌for‌‌students‌‌to‌‌learn‌‌than‌‌rhythm.‌‌There‌‌are‌‌many‌‌good‌‌tricks‌‌for‌‌                                 
teaching‌ ‌note‌ ‌recognition.‌ ‌Some‌ ‌tools‌ ‌that‌ ‌work‌ ‌well‌ ‌-‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
● Musical‌ ‌alphabet‌ ‌ 
● Acronyms‌ ‌ 
● Chants‌ ‌ 

‌ 
It‌ ‌is‌ ‌a‌ ‌good‌ ‌idea‌ ‌to‌ ‌teach‌ ‌all‌ ‌students‌ ‌both‌ ‌treble‌ ‌and‌ ‌bass‌‌clef.‌‌Some‌‌instruments,‌‌such‌‌as‌‌                                   
Horn,‌ ‌are‌ ‌multi-clef‌ ‌instruments‌ ‌at‌ ‌the‌ ‌high‌ ‌school‌‌level.‌‌It‌‌also‌‌makes‌‌switching‌‌instruments‌‌                           
easier‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌future‌ ‌if‌ ‌you‌ ‌need‌ ‌to‌ ‌move‌ ‌a‌ ‌Trumpet‌ ‌player‌ ‌to‌ ‌Euphonium‌ ‌or‌ ‌similar.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Some‌ ‌areas‌ ‌of‌ ‌staff‌ ‌notation‌ ‌that‌ ‌students‌ ‌generally‌ ‌struggle‌ ‌with‌ ‌are‌ ‌the‌ ‌following‌ ‌-‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
● Ledger‌ ‌lines‌ ‌ 
● Enharmonics‌ ‌(teaching‌ ‌piano‌ ‌keyboard‌ ‌is‌ ‌great‌ ‌for‌ ‌solving‌ ‌this‌ ‌one!)‌ ‌ 
● Stem‌ ‌direction‌ ‌(when‌ ‌composing)‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Flash‌ ‌cards‌‌and‌‌regular‌‌note-naming‌‌games‌‌or‌‌quizzes‌‌can‌‌be‌‌very‌‌effective‌‌to‌‌help‌‌students‌‌                             
read‌ ‌faster.‌ ‌They‌ ‌must‌ ‌learn‌ ‌to‌ ‌read‌ ‌the‌ ‌written‌ ‌notation‌ ‌and‌‌immediately‌‌associate‌‌the‌‌note‌‌                             
name‌ ‌and‌ ‌fingering‌ ‌as‌ ‌one‌ ‌unit.‌ ‌Many‌ ‌students‌ ‌only‌ ‌connect‌ ‌what‌ ‌they‌ ‌see‌ ‌with‌ ‌the‌ ‌fingering.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Dynamics‌ ‌ 
Students‌‌need‌‌to‌‌know‌‌and‌‌understand‌‌all‌‌dynamics‌‌from‌‌pianissimo‌‌to‌‌fortissimo.‌ ‌In‌‌the‌‌first‌‌                             
year‌ ‌of‌ ‌instruction,‌ ‌students‌ ‌can‌ ‌be‌ ‌expected‌ ‌to‌ ‌start‌ ‌demonstrating‌ ‌dynamics‌‌after‌‌about‌‌6‌‌                           
months‌ ‌of‌ ‌instruction.‌ ‌Always‌ ‌follow‌ ‌this‌ ‌rule‌ ‌when‌ ‌allowing‌ ‌your‌ ‌students‌ ‌to‌ ‌perform‌ ‌with‌‌                           
dynamics‌ ‌-‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
“Never‌ ‌play‌ ‌softer‌ ‌or‌ ‌louder‌ ‌than‌ ‌you‌ ‌can‌ ‌with‌ ‌a‌ ‌good‌ ‌sound.”‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Style‌ ‌ 
It‌ ‌is‌ ‌highly‌ ‌encouraged‌ ‌that‌ ‌you‌ ‌have‌ ‌the‌ ‌students‌‌play‌‌all‌‌notes‌‌as‌‌connected‌‌or‌‌“touching”‌‌                               
notes‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌first‌ ‌year‌ ‌of‌ ‌instruction.‌ ‌However,‌ ‌you‌ ‌can‌ ‌still‌ ‌make‌ ‌them‌ ‌aware‌‌of‌‌basic‌‌style‌‌                                 
markings‌‌and‌‌what‌‌they‌‌mean‌‌so‌‌that‌‌they‌‌know‌‌what‌‌lies‌‌ahead‌‌for‌‌them‌‌in‌‌the‌‌second‌‌year‌‌                                   
of‌ ‌instruction.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
‌   
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Terminology‌ ‌ 
Have‌ ‌you‌ ‌ever‌ ‌heard‌ ‌this‌ ‌question‌ ‌in‌ ‌class?‌  ‌(It‌ ‌usually‌ ‌happens‌ ‌at‌ ‌the‌ ‌worst‌ ‌time!)‌ ‌ 

‌ 
“What‌ ‌does‌ ‌‌allargando‌‌ ‌mean?”‌ ‌ 

‌ 
STOP!‌ ‌Don’t‌ ‌answer‌ ‌the‌ ‌question.‌ ‌A‌ ‌wonderful‌ ‌teaching‌ ‌moment‌ ‌has‌ ‌just‌ ‌presented‌‌itself‌‌to‌‌                           
you.‌ ‌With‌‌the‌‌invention‌‌of‌‌the‌‌internet,‌‌students‌‌today‌‌now‌‌have‌‌the‌‌ability‌‌to‌‌find‌‌the‌‌answer‌‌                                 
themselves‌ ‌with‌ ‌just‌ ‌a‌ ‌few‌ ‌clicks‌ ‌on‌ ‌their‌ ‌phone‌ ‌or‌ ‌tablet.‌  ‌Ask‌ ‌them‌ ‌to‌ ‌look‌ ‌it‌ ‌up‌ ‌themselves!‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Now‌ ‌I‌ ‌know‌ ‌what‌ ‌you’re‌ ‌thinking…‌ ‌ 

‌ 
“Won’t‌ ‌this‌ ‌take‌ ‌away‌ ‌from‌ ‌rehearsal‌ ‌time?”‌ ‌ 

‌ 
You’re‌‌right.‌‌It‌‌most‌‌certainly‌‌will‌‌take‌‌away‌‌from‌‌rehearsal‌‌time.‌‌However,‌‌they’ll‌‌be‌‌more‌‌likely‌‌                               
to‌‌look‌‌up‌‌words‌‌in‌‌the‌‌future‌‌if‌‌you‌‌make‌‌them‌‌do‌‌it‌‌once‌‌and‌‌then‌‌hold‌‌them‌‌accountable‌‌to‌‌                                       
know‌ ‌what‌ ‌the‌ ‌words‌ ‌on‌ ‌the‌ ‌page‌ ‌mean‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌future!‌ ‌ 

‌ 
‌   
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The‌ ‌Hierarchy‌ ‌of‌ ‌Mastery‌ ‌ 

‌ 
‌ 

Introduction‌ ‌ 
Skill‌ ‌acquisition‌ ‌begins‌ ‌with‌ ‌introduction.‌ ‌Always‌‌start‌‌by‌‌exposing‌‌students‌‌to‌‌new‌‌material‌‌                         
by‌ ‌telling‌ ‌them‌ ‌what‌ ‌they‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌learning‌ ‌and‌ ‌in‌ ‌some‌ ‌cases,‌ ‌demonstrating‌ ‌the‌ ‌final‌ ‌product.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Comprehension‌ ‌ 
After‌ ‌introducing‌ ‌new‌ ‌material‌ ‌to‌ ‌your‌ ‌students,‌ ‌begin‌ ‌scaffolding‌ ‌their‌‌comprehension.‌ ‌Ask‌‌                       
yourself‌ ‌the‌ ‌following‌ ‌questions‌ ‌-‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
● What‌ ‌concepts‌ ‌are‌ ‌new‌ ‌to‌ ‌my‌ ‌students‌ ‌in‌ ‌this‌ ‌lesson?‌ ‌ 
● What‌ ‌key‌ ‌components‌ ‌must‌ ‌my‌ ‌students‌ ‌understand‌ ‌in‌ ‌order‌ ‌to‌ ‌demonstrate‌ ‌this‌ ‌skill?‌ ‌ 

‌ 
As‌ ‌you‌ ‌begin‌ ‌instruction,‌ ‌carefully‌ ‌observe‌ ‌your‌ ‌students‌ ‌and‌ ‌ask‌ ‌yourself‌ ‌the‌ ‌following‌‌                         
questions‌ ‌-‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
● Are‌ ‌there‌ ‌any‌ ‌gaps‌ ‌in‌‌their‌‌learning‌‌from‌‌previous‌‌lessons‌‌that‌‌may‌‌prevent‌‌them‌‌from‌‌                             

completing‌ ‌this‌ ‌task?‌ ‌If‌ ‌so,‌ ‌you‌ ‌must‌ ‌fill‌ ‌those‌ ‌gaps‌ ‌before‌ ‌proceeding.‌ ‌Gaps‌ ‌in‌‌                             
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learning‌ ‌are‌ ‌the‌ ‌most‌ ‌common‌ ‌reason‌ ‌why‌ ‌students‌ ‌struggle‌ ‌to‌ ‌play‌ ‌more‌ ‌advanced‌‌                         
music‌ ‌later‌ ‌on.‌ ‌ ‌   

○ (Note‌‌from‌‌Mr.‌‌Chilton‌‌-‌‌Gaps‌‌in‌‌learning‌‌are‌‌our‌‌biggest‌‌opponent‌‌of‌‌the‌‌game.‌ ‌                             
Sometimes‌ ‌gaps‌ ‌occur‌ ‌because‌ ‌a‌ ‌student‌ ‌didn’t‌ ‌understand‌ ‌something‌ ‌the‌‌                   
previous‌‌day‌‌or‌‌previous‌‌week.‌ ‌Sometimes‌‌gaps‌‌occur‌‌when‌‌they‌‌aren’t‌‌paying‌‌                       
attention‌ ‌in‌ ‌class.‌ ‌Even‌ ‌worse,‌ ‌sometimes‌ ‌gaps‌ ‌occur‌ ‌because‌ ‌we‌ ‌just‌‌didn’t‌‌                       
explain‌ ‌the‌ ‌material‌ ‌well‌‌enough.‌ ‌For‌‌whatever‌‌reason‌‌a‌‌gap‌‌has‌‌occurred,‌‌we‌                         
must‌ ‌take‌‌time‌‌to‌‌carefully‌‌fill‌‌that‌‌gap‌‌without‌‌frustration‌‌if‌‌our‌‌students‌‌will‌‌be‌‌                             
able‌ ‌to‌ ‌move‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌next‌ ‌skill.‌ ‌)‌ ‌ 

● How‌ ‌is‌ ‌my‌ ‌instructional‌ ‌pacing?‌ ‌Am‌ ‌I‌ ‌moving‌ ‌too‌ ‌slow?‌‌Am‌‌I‌‌moving‌‌too‌‌fast?‌ ‌‌More‌‌                               
often‌‌than‌‌not,‌‌we‌‌move‌‌too‌‌fast‌‌with‌‌our‌‌students.‌ ‌You‌‌may‌‌worry‌‌that‌‌you‌‌are‌‌boring‌‌                                 
students‌‌if‌‌you‌‌go‌‌too‌‌slow,‌‌but‌‌the‌‌students‌‌won’t‌‌know‌‌you’re‌‌going‌‌slow‌‌if‌‌you‌‌don’t‌‌                                 
tell‌ ‌them!‌ ‌ ‌   

○ (Note‌ ‌from‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Chilton‌ ‌-‌ ‌I‌‌prefer‌‌to‌‌think‌‌of‌‌my‌‌pacing‌‌as‌‌‌thorough‌,‌‌not‌‌slow.‌ ‌I‌‌                                 
even‌‌tell‌‌this‌‌to‌‌my‌‌students‌‌and‌‌they‌‌always‌‌appreciate‌‌the‌‌level‌‌of‌‌detail‌‌in‌‌my‌‌                               
explanation.‌ ‌It‌‌also‌‌helps‌‌those‌‌students‌‌that‌‌want‌‌to‌‌go‌‌faster‌‌tolerate‌‌‌thorough‌‌                         
explanations.)‌ ‌ 

● At‌ ‌what‌ ‌level‌ ‌are‌ ‌my‌ ‌students‌ ‌understanding‌ ‌the‌ ‌new‌ ‌material?‌ ‌During‌ ‌the‌‌                       
comprehension‌‌stage,‌‌it‌‌is‌‌acceptable‌‌for‌‌understanding‌‌to‌‌hover‌‌around‌‌80%‌‌if‌‌this‌‌is‌‌                           
your‌ ‌first‌ ‌time‌ ‌introducing‌ ‌a‌ ‌concept.‌ ‌ 

○ (Note‌‌from‌‌Mr.‌‌Chilton‌‌-‌‌I‌‌love‌‌using‌‌the‌‌‌80%‌‌‌rule‌‌when‌‌teaching‌‌new‌‌concepts.‌ ‌                             
Not‌‌all‌‌students‌‌will‌‌get‌‌every‌‌concept‌‌the‌‌first‌‌time‌‌you‌‌introduce‌‌it.‌ ‌That’s‌‌why‌‌                             
we‌ ‌teach‌ ‌and‌ ‌reteach!‌ ‌I‌ ‌always‌ ‌felt‌ ‌comfortable‌ ‌that‌ ‌if‌ ‌I‌ ‌could‌ ‌get‌ ‌80%‌ ‌to‌‌                             
understand‌ ‌a‌ ‌concept‌ ‌the‌ ‌first‌ ‌time‌ ‌that‌ ‌I‌ ‌could‌ ‌move‌ ‌on.‌ ‌Oftentimes,‌‌                       
comprehension‌ ‌was‌ ‌much‌ ‌higher‌‌than‌‌80%,‌‌but‌‌I‌‌used‌‌this‌‌rule‌‌to‌‌help‌‌me‌‌not‌‌                             
bog‌ ‌down‌ ‌when‌ ‌approaching‌ ‌difficult‌ ‌topics‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌first‌ ‌time.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Demonstration‌ ‌ 
Once‌ ‌your‌ ‌students‌ ‌have‌ ‌been‌ ‌introduced‌ ‌to‌ ‌a‌ ‌concept‌ ‌and‌ ‌a‌ ‌satisfactory‌ ‌level‌ ‌of‌‌                           
comprehension‌ ‌has‌ ‌been‌‌achieved,‌‌create‌‌a‌‌safe‌‌space‌‌for‌‌your‌‌students‌‌to‌‌demonstrate‌‌the‌‌                           
newly‌‌introduced‌‌skill.‌ ‌After‌‌each‌‌demonstration,‌‌provide‌‌constructive‌‌feedback‌‌to‌‌guide‌‌them‌‌                       
to‌ ‌a‌ ‌correct‌ ‌repetition‌ ‌when‌ ‌necessary.‌ ‌ ‌   

‌ 
Students‌ ‌only‌ ‌need‌ ‌to‌ ‌be‌ ‌able‌ ‌to‌ ‌demonstrate‌ ‌a‌ ‌skill‌ ‌once‌ ‌to‌ ‌know‌ ‌it’s‌ ‌possible!‌ ‌ 

‌ 
It‌ ‌is‌ ‌highly‌ ‌encouraged,‌ ‌especially‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌beginning‌ ‌year,‌ ‌that‌ ‌students‌ ‌demonstrate‌ ‌skills‌‌                         
individually.‌‌Individual‌‌demonstrations‌‌will‌‌always‌‌be‌‌the‌‌best‌‌way‌‌to‌‌ensure‌‌your‌‌students‌‌are‌‌                           
prepared‌‌for‌‌eventual‌‌mastery.‌‌When‌‌students‌‌perform‌‌in‌‌a‌‌group,‌‌it‌‌can‌‌be‌‌difficult‌‌to‌‌decipher‌‌                               
which‌ ‌students‌ ‌can‌ ‌and‌ ‌cannot‌ ‌demonstrate‌ ‌a‌ ‌skill.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
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As‌‌was‌‌mentioned‌‌in‌‌the‌‌beginning‌‌of‌‌this‌‌section,‌‌it‌‌is‌‌important‌‌to‌‌establish‌‌a‌‌safe‌‌space‌‌for‌‌                                   
individual‌‌demonstrations‌‌before‌‌asking‌‌students‌‌to‌‌play‌‌by‌‌themselves.‌‌We‌‌must‌‌be‌‌mindful‌‌of‌‌                           
our‌ ‌verbal‌ ‌responses‌ ‌and‌ ‌body‌ ‌language‌ ‌in‌ ‌response‌‌to‌‌incorrect‌‌demonstrations‌‌in‌‌order‌‌to‌‌                           
create‌ ‌an‌ ‌environment‌ ‌where‌ ‌repeated‌ ‌attempts‌ ‌are‌ ‌met‌ ‌with‌ ‌enthusiasm.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Create‌ ‌an‌ ‌environment‌ ‌where‌ ‌repeated‌ ‌attempts‌ ‌are‌ ‌met‌ ‌with‌ ‌enthusiasm!‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Repetition‌ ‌ 
After‌ ‌successful‌ ‌demonstration‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌new‌ ‌material,‌ ‌all‌ ‌students‌ ‌must‌ ‌be‌ ‌given‌ ‌guidance‌ ‌on‌‌                           
how‌‌to‌‌repeat‌‌the‌‌skill‌‌and‌‌allowed‌‌time‌‌to‌‌develop‌‌their‌‌abilities.‌‌Only‌‌after‌‌time‌‌and‌‌repetition‌‌                                 
will‌ ‌they‌ ‌be‌ ‌able‌ ‌to‌ ‌perform.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Mastery‌ ‌ 
Mastery‌ ‌is‌ ‌the‌ ‌culmination‌ ‌of‌ ‌introduction,‌ ‌comprehension,‌ ‌demonstration,‌ ‌and‌ ‌repetition.‌‌                   
Once‌ ‌a‌ ‌student‌‌has‌‌achieved‌‌mastery‌‌of‌‌a‌‌skill,‌‌they‌‌are‌‌ready‌‌to‌‌perform‌‌that‌‌skill‌‌for‌‌others‌‌                                   
and‌ ‌also‌ ‌scaffold‌ ‌new‌ ‌skills.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Note‌ ‌from‌ ‌Mr.‌ ‌Chilton‌ ‌-‌ ‌‌One‌ ‌thing‌ ‌I’ve‌ ‌found‌ ‌particularly‌ ‌useful‌ ‌is‌ ‌explaining‌ ‌to‌‌students‌‌that‌‌                               
musical‌ ‌performance,‌ ‌like‌ ‌all‌ ‌other‌ ‌skills‌ ‌(think‌ ‌professional‌ ‌athlete‌ ‌or‌ ‌brain‌ ‌surgeon)‌ ‌aren’t‌‌                         
mastered‌ ‌overnight.‌ ‌Our‌ ‌current‌ ‌educational‌ ‌system‌ ‌tends‌ ‌to‌ ‌favor‌ ‌comprehension‌ ‌over‌‌                     
mastery,‌ ‌but‌ ‌in‌ ‌music,‌ ‌you‌ ‌must‌ ‌master‌ ‌to‌ ‌be‌ ‌able‌ ‌to‌ ‌perform!‌ ‌Teaching‌ ‌them‌ ‌the‌‌following‌‌                               
progression‌ ‌has‌ ‌helped‌ ‌my‌ ‌students‌ ‌buy‌ ‌into‌ ‌the‌ ‌time‌ ‌and‌ ‌effort‌ ‌necessary‌ ‌to‌ ‌acquire‌ ‌new‌‌                             
skills.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Introduction‌ ‌>‌ ‌Comprehension‌ ‌>‌ ‌Demonstration‌ ‌>‌ ‌Repetition‌ ‌>‌ ‌Mastery‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Conclusion‌ ‌ 
As‌ ‌music‌ ‌educators,‌ ‌it‌ ‌is‌ ‌our‌ ‌job‌ ‌to‌ ‌teach‌ ‌both‌ ‌instrumental‌ ‌pedagogy‌ ‌and‌ ‌music‌ ‌literacy.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
‌ 

A‌ ‌regular‌‌approach‌‌to‌‌music‌‌theory‌‌in‌‌the‌‌classroom‌‌can‌‌yield‌‌huge‌‌gains‌‌in‌‌the‌‌future‌‌years.‌ ‌                                 
What‌ ‌time‌ ‌may‌ ‌be‌ ‌given‌ ‌up‌ ‌during‌ ‌the‌ ‌beginning‌ ‌year‌ ‌teaching‌ ‌theory‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌gained‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌‌                                 
years‌ ‌to‌ ‌come‌ ‌when‌ ‌your‌ ‌students‌ ‌can‌ ‌read‌ ‌music‌ ‌better‌ ‌and‌ ‌faster!‌ ‌ 

‌ 
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RC‌ ‌Theory‌ ‌ 
Do‌ ‌you‌ ‌need‌ ‌a‌ ‌resource‌ ‌that’s‌ ‌fun‌ ‌and‌ ‌engaging‌ ‌to‌‌teach‌‌music‌‌theory‌‌on‌‌a‌‌regular‌‌basis‌‌to‌‌                                   
your‌ ‌beginners?‌  ‌Check‌ ‌out‌ ‌RC‌ ‌Theory‌ ‌provided‌ ‌by‌ ‌Williamson‌ ‌Music‌ ‌1st!‌ ‌ 

‌ 
What‌ ‌is‌ ‌RC‌ ‌Theory?‌  ‌RC‌ ‌Theory‌ ‌is‌ ‌a‌ ‌set‌ ‌of‌ ‌-‌‌ ‌  

● 36‌ ‌fun‌ ‌and‌ ‌engaging‌ ‌music‌ ‌theory‌ ‌video‌ ‌lessons!‌  ‌(20-30‌ ‌minutes‌ ‌in‌ ‌length‌ ‌each)‌ ‌ 
● 36‌ ‌worksheets‌ ‌to‌ ‌accompany‌ ‌each‌ ‌video‌ ‌lesson!‌ ‌ 

‌ 
RC‌ ‌Theory‌ ‌videos‌ ‌include‌ ‌multiple‌ ‌characters‌ ‌and‌ ‌a‌ ‌small‌ ‌narrative‌ ‌that‌ ‌coincides‌ ‌with‌ ‌the‌‌                           
lessons‌ ‌to‌ ‌help‌ ‌keep‌ ‌students‌ ‌engaged!‌ ‌ 

‌ 
All‌ ‌worksheets‌‌have‌‌been‌‌field-tested‌‌and‌‌improved‌‌annually‌‌since‌‌2013‌‌and‌‌the‌‌videos‌‌were‌‌                           
field-tested‌ ‌during‌ ‌the‌ ‌2020-2021‌ ‌school‌ ‌year!‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Come‌ ‌visit‌ ‌us‌ ‌at‌ ‌the‌ ‌Williamson‌ ‌Music‌ ‌1st’s‌ ‌booth‌ ‌or‌ ‌website‌ ‌to‌ ‌learn‌ ‌more!‌ ‌ 

‌ 
You‌ ‌can‌ ‌reach‌ ‌me‌ ‌via‌ ‌email‌ ‌at‌ ‌‌chilton.rob@gmail.com‌ ‌if‌ ‌you‌ ‌are‌ ‌ever‌‌in‌‌need‌‌of‌‌professional‌‌                               
development‌ ‌services,‌ ‌consultation‌ ‌or‌ ‌clinician‌ ‌services,‌ ‌or‌ ‌guest‌ ‌directing‌ ‌experiences.‌ ‌ 

‌ 

‌ 
Thank‌ ‌you‌ ‌for‌ ‌attending‌ ‌my‌ ‌presentation!‌ ‌ 
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