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CREATING YOUR 
DIGIRTAL ENVIRONMENT

AKA FLAGS, PROPS, AND OTHER COOL STUFF!!!













MODERATOR INTROS

• QUICK INTRODUCTIONS
• BOB CHRESTE 
• JEREMY SPICER
• ERIC SABACH



WHO NEEDS PROPS? (5-10 MINS)

• ERIC
• HOW DO THEY ENHANCE YOUR SHOW?
• WHEN ARE YOU READY FOR THEM?
• TO WHAT EXTENT?

• INPUT FROM BOB AND JEREMY.





WHAT LOOKS GOOD? (5 MINS)

• HOW BIG? I SAY, BIGGER IS BETTER. ESPECIALLY IF YOU ARE GOING TO HIDE GUARD OR BAND BEHIND THEM. 8X10 OR 8X12

• ON THE FIELD OR FRONT WALLS? YOU CAN TELL THE JUDGES YOUR SHOW THEME HERE. 

• TARPS ON THE FIELD? BIG BOLD DESIGNS. COLORFUL. DON’T BE SUBTLE. 

• DIGITAL FLAGS?
• FLY OVER FLAGS?
• DO THEY ENHANCE YOUR SHOW OR JUST MONEY SPENT FOR NOT GOOD REASON? ARE THEY COORDINATED?

• BOB AND JEREMY INPUT 





MATERIALS (5 MINS OR LESS)

• VINYL – WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENT THICKNESSES AND WEIGHTS. 
• HURRICANE MESH?
• COSTS RELATIVE TO EACH?
• THE INDUSTRY STANDARDS VS WHAT WE NEED IN THE ACTIVITY.

• METAL, PVC, OR WOOD STRUCTURES. PVC IS THE WORST. MORE TO COME LATER. 

• CHEAP FLAGS (UNDER $30) ARE CHEAP FLAGS… WE TESTED THEM.
• SCAFFOLDING? BIG METAL STRUCTURES? CAGES, RAMPS, AND ROTATING STAGES… OH MY! 

• BOB  AND JEREMY INPUT. 







YOUR ART VS CUSTOM ART (10 MINS)

• DON’T LOOK LIKE A MIDDLE SCHOOL ART PROJECT.
• RANDOM SHUTTERSTOCK LOOKS RANDOM 
• COORDINATED SHUTTERSTOCK LOOKS COOL.
• MY ARTISTS AREN’T UBER EXPENSIVE (NOR ARE THEY FREE) BUT THEY CREATE FOR THE BEST IN THE ACTIVITY.

• BOB AND JEREMY INPUT. 



YOUR ART VS CUSTOM ART (PART DUEX)
• WHAT IS A PANTONE / PMS COLOR?
• WHAT DOES IT DO?

• DO I NEED TO BUY A GUIDE OR CAN I TRUST WHAT IS IN PHOTOSHOP OR ILLUSTRATOR ON MY 
COMPUTER?
• NO NO NO NO NO NO NO!!!! AND DID I SAY… NO?

• WHAT DO I NEED TO DO TO MATCH MY GUARD COSTUMES TO FLAGS TO PROPS?
• HOW HARD IS THAT?

• WHAT IS CMYK?





www.shutterstock.com – subscription based

http://www.shutterstock.com/












PRODUCTION/ART TIMELINES (5 MINS)

• FLAGS TAKE 2-3 WEEKS PLUS SHIPPING. 
• THINGS GET CRAZIER IN AUGUST AND SEPT AND WILL TAKE LONGER.

• VINYL IS ALWAYS 2 WEEKS PLUS SHIP
• HOW TO FIND LOCAL VENDORS TO MAKE METAL FRAMES.

• DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE. DO YOUR ARTWORK IN MARCH, APRIL, MAY
• DO NOT PROCRASTINATE!





THE PERILS OF DIY (10 MINS)

• PVC IS MEANT TO STAY INSIDE A WALL FOR 30 YEARS. NOT MEANT TO TRAVEL ON A TRAILER.

• CHEAP FLAGS ARE JUST THAT… CHEAP.

• THE KID IN YOUR BAND MIGHT BE GREAT AT PHOTOSHOP, BUT IF YOU USE A GOOGLE SEARCH IMAGE, IT 
MIGHT LOOK GREAT ON THE COMPUTER, BUT PRINT HORRIBLE.

• BAD RESOLUTION IS BAD RESOLUTION…. GIGO = GARBAGE IN, GARBAGE OUT …. WHEN IT COMES TO 
PRINTING. 

• NEVER TRUST YOUR CELL PHONE OR TABLET TO REVIEW OR FIND ART!





THE BOTTOM LINE…

• DON’T DO THIS LAST MINUTE. THE BEST SCHOOLS ARE DESIGNING IN MARCH TO MAY, PAYING IN MAY AND 
JUNE, AND RECEIVING THEIR PRODUCT IN JULY!

• WORK WITH A REAL DESIGNER. 

• HAVE A PLAN SO YOU DON’T WASTE ART TIME.

• SUBTLE ON A FOOTBALL FIELD IS NOT SEEN FROM THE PRESS BOX. 



QUESTIONS…
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