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Putting your practice pad and stand 

together.

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8DPYXg8iP2M&list=PL14

07C980F6AC1622

HANDS ON – LET’S PLAY! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8DPYXg8iP2M&list=PL1407C980F6AC1622


We use Matched Grip

Works well with concert snare drumming

Transfers well to other percussion 

instruments

THE GRIP



WHERE DO I HOLD THE STICKS?

One third of the way from the butt of the stick



HOW DO YOU HOLD THE STICKS?

Place the stick between the thumb and 
index finger to create your 
fulcrum

Wrap the remaining fingers around the 
stick

Keep the stick against the palm of your 
hand



THE SET UP

The drum/pad

▪Should be about waist high

▪Placed at a comfortable distance

(don’t crowd the instrument)



THE SET UP

Body

▪Stand up straight keeping weight evenly 
distributed

▪Keep arms and elbows relaxed

(don’t let elbows flair out)

▪Keep hands flat with palms down



THE SET UP

The Sticks

▪Keep sticks in the center of the snare

▪The tips should be 1” apart and 1” above the drum 

head

▪The butts of the sticks should be slightly elevated in 

comparison to the tips (to avoid the rim)

▪The stick should create an angle of slightly less than 

90 degrees



THE MECHANICS

The Lever System

Lever 1

Lever 2

Lever 3



THE MECHANICS

Lever 1

▪Arm Stroke

▪ pivoting at the elbow



THE MECHANICS

Lever 2

▪Wrist Stroke

▪ pivoting at the wrist



THE MECHANICS

Lever 3

▪Finger Stroke 

▪pivoting at the fulcrum



EXERCISES AND DEMONSTRATIONS

Lever 1 Exercises



LEVER I EXERCISES



EXERCISES AND DEMONSTRATIONS

Lever 2 exercises 

and 16th note flow



LEVER II EXERCISES



MORE LEVER II



EXERCISES AND DEMONSTRATIONS

16th-Note Timing Exercises



16TH NOTE TIMING EXERCISES



EXERCISES AND DEMONSTRATIONS

Roll Development

▪Buzzing Exercises



BUZZING EXERCISES



STILL BUZZING



EXERCISES AND DEMONSTRATIONS

Roll Base

▪The tempo determines the speed 

of the roll base.



GETTING A GOOD BUZZ



EXERCISES AND DEMONSTRATIONS

Accent/Tap Exercises



ACCENT/TAP EXERCISES



EXERCISES AND DEMONSTRATIONS

Flams and Ruffs



FLAMS & RUFFS



STICK HEIGHTS - DYNAMICS

1” (pp) pianissimo

2” (p) piano

3” (mp) mezzo piano 

5” (mf ) mezzo forte

7” (f ) forte

9” (ff ) fortissimo



PLAYING AREAS

There are three general      

playing areas.



PLAYING AREAS

Edge

▪Most amount of resonance

▪Least amount of articulation

▪Use edge for soft passages

▪Playing soft rolls



PLAYING AREAS

Off center/Midway

▪General playing spot for concert playing

▪Rolls are generally played off center to 

help create the smoothest sounds



PLAYING AREAS

Center
▪Most difficult playing area of the drum

▪Most articulate playing area

▪Least amount of tone or resonance

▪Center is great for rudimental passages



CRESCENDI AND DECRESCENDI



The Basic Two-mallet Grip

▪Similar to the matched grip for snare drum

▪Approximately 1/3 up from the butt

▪Fulcrum placed between thumb and index finger

▪Back three fingers should be wrapped around the 

mallets for added control

KEYBOARDS 



The Mechanics

▪Lever II or wrist strokes should be used for 

2-mallet playing

▪Arms should be used for lateral motions

KEYBOARDS



Say the names of the notes

Say the notes in rhythm w/metronome 

while airing the mallets

Say the notes and play the notes 

at the same time (Say & Play)

TEACHING BEGINNERS HOW TO READ 

BELL MUSIC



TEACHING BEGINNERS HOW TO READ 

BELL MUSIC



TEACHING BEGINNERS HOW TO READ 

BELL MUSIC



TEACHING BEGINNERS HOW TO READ 

BELL MUSIC



TEACHING BEGINNERS HOW TO READ 

BELL MUSIC



TEACHING BEGINNERS HOW TO READ 

BELL MUSIC



TEACHING BEGINNERS HOW TO READ 

BELL MUSIC



MAJOR SCALE PATTERN



 Bb

 Eb

 Ab

 Db

 Gb

 F

 C

 G

 D

 And the C Chromatic Scale 

(in triplets, lead with RH)

MAJOR SCALES TAUGHT IN 6TH GRADE



The Basic Grips

▪German grip – similar to the matched grip on snare drum

▪ I use German grip with my beginners and junior high 

percussionists

▪French grip – thumbs up with mallets more parallel with 

each other

▪ I introduce the French grip to high school students

TIMPANI



The Mechanics

▪Use a flick of the wrist motion 

▪Pull the sound out of the drum head

▪The playing area is close to the rim

(find the “sweet spot” on each drum)

▪Use single stroke rolls on the timpani 

TIMPANI



Next –

▪Equipment 

▪Sticks 

▪Mallets 

▪Method books

▪Region Band

▪Solo & Ensemble

▪Yearly planning

BREAK TIME



 Bel l  K i t  w/case

 Bel ls  w/stand

 Pad w/same stand

 Snare st icks

 Innovat ive  Percussion

 IP -1

 IP -LD

 IP - JC

 IP -KW

 Bel l  mal lets

 Innovat ive  Percussion

 IP -902

 Metronome

 Music  Stand

 Snare Book

 A Fresh Approach By  Mark Wessels

 Mal let  Book

 A Fresh Approach By  Mark Wessels

▪ Mallet Percussion for Young Beginners by Randall Eyles

6TH GRADE EQUIPMENT



 St ick/Mal le t  Bag

 Innovat ive  Percuss ion

 MB-1 Smal l  St ick/Mal le t  Bag

 MB-3 Large  St ick/Mal le t  Bag

 Snare  s t icks

 Innovat ive  Percuss ion

 IP -1

 IP -LD

 IP - JC

 IP -KW

 Bel l  Mal lets

 IP906 James Ross  Br i l l iant  Glockenspie l

 Bel l/Xy lophone Mal lets

 IP902 James Ross  Medium Sof t  Xy lophone

 Marimba Mal lets

 D116 Deschler Mar imba Mal lets

 IP240 IP Medium Mar imba Mal lets  (4)

 Vibraphone Mal lets

 AA -25 IP  Medium Vibraphone/Mar imba

 Timpani  Mal lets

 CT-3 IP  General  T impani  Mal lets

 GT-3 IP  General  T impani  Mal lets



 Bel l  K i t  s tays  at  home for  pract ice !

7TH – 8TH GRADE STICK LIST



 Snare

 14" x 5" wood shell

 14" x 6 1/2" wood shell

 Bass Drum

 36" Concert Bass Drum 
w/suspended stand, dampening 
cloth

 Timpani

 23", 26", 29", 32" w/gauges 

 4 - t impani dampeners/muffles

 Concert Toms

 10", 12", 13", 14"

 heavy duty stands

 Crash Cymbals

 17", 18"

 cymbal cradle

 Suspended Cymbals

 17", 18", 20"

 medium, medium l ight

PERCUSSION EQUIPMENT FOR 

JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL



 Orchestra Bells

 2.5 octaves w/stand

 3.3 octaves on stand w/dampener

 Xylophone

 3.5 octaves - synthetic bars

 Vibraphone

 3 octaves - graduated bars

 Marimba

 4.3 octaves - synthetic, graduated bars

 Chimes

 1.5 octaves - 1 1/4" tubes

 Percussion cabinet

PERCUSSION EQUIPMENT P.2



 T a m b o u r i n e

1 0 "  - d o u b l e  r o w  j i n g l e s  w / b a g

1 0 "  - s i n g l e  r o w  j i n g l e s  w / b a g

 T r i a n g l e

4 " ,  6 "  w i t h  c l i p s

b e a t e r s  - s e t  o f  1 0

 M a r a c a s

 C l a v e s  - r o s e w o o d

 R a t c h e t

 C a b a s a / A f u c h e

 B o n g o s

 C o n g a s  - 1 1 " ,  1 2 "

 W i n d  C h i m e s

 S l e i g h  B e l l s

 F l e x a t o n e

 S l a p s t i c k / W h i p

 S l i d e  W h i s t l e

 T r a i n  W h i s t l e

 B i r d  W h i s t l e

 D r u m  s e t  - 4  o r  5  p i e c e

 T r a p  T a b l e

 B a s s  D r u m  - b e a t e r s

l a r g e ,  m e d i u m ,  r o l l e r s

 T i m p a n i  - m a l l e t s

s t a c c a t o ,  g e n e r a l ,  s o f t

 C h i m e s  - h a m m e r s

r a w h i d e  ( g e n e r a l ) ,  s y n t h e t i c  ( h a r d )

PERCUSSION EQUIPMENT P.3



A FRESH APPROACH TO SNARE DRUM 

MARK WESSELS



A FRESH APPROACH TO MALLET PERCUSSION 

MARK WESSELS



MALLET PERCUSSION FOR YOUNG BEGINNERS 

RANDALL EYLES



AUXILIARY PERCUSSION

How To Hold It and How To Hit It !

▪Tambourine

▪Triangle

▪Bass Drum

▪Crash Cymbals

▪Suspended Cymbal

▪Sleigh Bells



TAMBOURINE

http://www.lonestarpercussion.com/Concert/Tambourines/Ron-Vaughn-RV-4675-H002-Cng-10-Rhythm-Tambourine-Hammered-German-Silver-Jingles-and-SuperGrip.html




TRIANGLE

http://www.lonestarpercussion.com/Concert/Triangles/Alan-Abel-AA3.html




BASS DRUM

http://www.lonestarpercussion.com/Concert/Concert-Bass-Drums/Pearl-PBE2814-S46-28-x-14-Concert-Series-Kapur-Concert-Bass-Drum-with-STBD-Stand.html




CRASH CYMBALS

http://www.lonestarpercussion.com/Cymbals-Gongs/Cymbals-Hand-Cymbals/Zildjian-K2108-20-K-Symphonic-Crash-Cymbal-Pair.html




SUSPENDED CYMBAL

https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8p0zWY5THncAgzKJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIzN2YwbW9kBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAM0MzMwMTAxNWU3MjNhNGFiYTU4MDg0OWQwMTAzMmQxOARncG9zAzE1BGl0A2Jpbmc-?back=https://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=suspended+cymbal&n=60&ei=utf-8&fr=yfp-t-901-s&fr2=sb-top&tab=organic&ri=15&w=907&h=1200&imgurl=az58332.vo.msecnd.net/e88dd2e9fff747f090c792316c22131c/Images/Products55144-1200x1200-57115.jpg&rurl=http://www.interstatemusic.com/55144-Yamaha-SCH1-Suspended-Cymbal-Holder-with-Base-SCH1.aspx&size=40.6KB&name=Yamaha+SCH1+%3cb%3eSuspended+Cymbal+%3c/b%3eHolder+with+Base&p=suspended+cymbal&oid=43301015e723a4aba580849d01032d18&fr2=sb-top&fr=yfp-t-901-s&tt=Yamaha+SCH1+%3cb%3eSuspended+Cymbal+%3c/b%3eHolder+with+Base&b=0&ni=336&no=15&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=12su06nte&sigb=13q6vn3qu&sigi=12vvpkl62&sigt=11k5vvcv8&sign=11k5vvcv8&.crumb=.djlCU9y.mP&fr=yfp-t-901-s&fr2=sb-top




SLEIGH/JINGLE BELLS

http://www.lonestarpercussion.com/Concert/Sleigh-Bells/Toca-T-2531-Sleigh-Bells-with-Handle.html


 T.M.E.A.

▪Mike Brashear

▪ John Morrison

 Wade McDonald

 InnovativePercussion

▪Erik Johnson

▪George Barrett

 Music & Arts

▪Ted Williams

 Lou Boldrighini

 My wife Denise

RECOGNITION



GO ASTROS !!!
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