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Music literacy: 
Easy as ABCDEFG!
Kristin Hames & Katie Lewis



Teaching Literacy
● Empower students to teach themselves
● Critical listening
● Beginning Steps - Building a solid 

foundation with no gaps
● Begin with the end in mind 
● Set benchmark goals



It Starts with Beginners!
● Elementary to Beginner level - what do 

they already know?
○ Develop a relationship with elementary 

music teachers
● Standardize a vocabulary, counting system, 

etc.
○ Elementary, Middle School, High School



It Starts with Beginners!
● Address all learning styles: visual, aural, 

tactile
● Change your mindset (and theirs!) - it’s 

only hard if you say it’s hard!



In the Beginning
● Teach posture and breathing from Day 1  

○ How should they look when receiving information, chanting, 
playing, etc.?

● Keep a steady beat, with a metronome or popular 
songs (let students have input!)

● Musical Alphabet, hand staff, transfer to music
● Lines and Spaces - teach stepwise and in the 

range they will see when they get to play



Steps, Octave

Ascending, Descending

Posture, Toe Tap

Pulse, Single & Double Time

Perform & Pass Off

Critical Listening!



In the Beginning
● Rhythm Racers - goals and incentives 
● Flash Cards and Timed tests (Mad Minute)
● Consider how many new notes you introduce at a 

time - Start with the first notes that they will 
actually play.



Rhythmic Elements

Pulse

Posture

Count/Clap

Perform

Critical Listening!



Front of Card Back of Card





Recognizing Patterns
● Use lines from book and familiar songs to teach 

note recognition - students learn to identify 
concepts

● When looking at new lines, first compare them 
to prior knowledge - teach students to transfer 
information 

● Scales, arpeggios, thirds, common intervallic motion 
that they’ll see in music all through middle school

● Identifying sequences



Alphabet/Scale

Repeated Material

Repeated Notes

Write in the Counts 



Beginner Year Concepts
● Steps (whole/half), Skips (intervals)
● Arpeggios
● Sequences & Repeated material
● Key signature
● Melody/Harmony/Bass Line
● Scale patterns, Octaves
● Chromaticism/Enharmonics
● Accidentals



Skips/Arpeggios

Sequences



Let the students find the concepts!



Assessment
● Individual vs. Ensemble
● Teach them the UIL rubric and how to use it
● Google Classroom (honor system)
● Individual playing tests (other directors)
● Sectionals
● Note Naming Tests/Mad Minute
● Just Read It!  YOPO!



Sequence

Scale patterns

Chromatics/Accidentals

Skips



The Next Year
● Transferring knowledge from the end of the 

beginner year into more advanced music
● Pep tunes, All Region etudes, Jazz music, 

Concert music
● UIL Concert & Sight-Reading Evaluation



From this in Beginner Year

To this in the Next Year



What concepts do you see?

How can students teach 
themselves?

Repeated material?

Small Chunks for Teaching

Subdivision



Teach Students to Teach 
Themselves (and Each Other!)

● It starts with trust and knowledge
● Possible uses in future Music Literacy 

Evaluations
● Peer teaching/coaching, Section Leaders, Band 

Buddies/Mentor Program
● The power is in THEIR hands!



Teach the Students what to 
look for

STARS (yes, again)

Intervals

Harmonic Part Recognition

Look for potential trouble 
spots





Suggested Texts, Games and Apps
● Musical Mastery - mrnsmusic.com 
● 40 Days of Sightreading for Full Band & Sightreading Drills for Band - 

mrnsmusic.com 
● Any Band Method book - beginner and advanced
● Staff Wars App
● Rhythm Cat & Treble Cat Lite
● Musicracer.com 
● Musictheory.net
● Tone Savvy - tonesavvy.com
● Make your own!





Questions? Email us!

 Kristin Hames        Katie Lewis
khames@eanesisd.net lewisk@friscoisd.org

mailto:khames@eanesisd.net
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