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 METHODOLOGY for Teaching Preparatory 
Skills for Sightreading 

 SCOPE AND SEQUENCE of Music Literacy 
Skills Covered in Sightreading Series 

 DEFINED LEARNING OUTCOMES 

 ASSESSMENT TOOLS to Help Meet Local, 
State and National Standards 

ASSESSMENT WITH A PURPOSE 

OVERVIEW 



 The ability to read music at sight is one of 
the most important assets a successful 
musician can possess! 

 The fundamental premise in the 
Barnhouse Sightreading 101, 201 and 301 
series is: 

 

SIGHTREADING SKILLS ARE BUILT UPON MUSIC 
LITERACY FOUNDATIONS WHICH CAN BE 
MEASURABLY ASSESSED! 

ASSESSMENT WITH A PURPOSE 



 Following a predetermined 
sightreading procedure/process 
will improve sightreading skills 
and provide long-term benefits to 
both the ensemble and individual 
musician(s) 

ASSESSMENT WITH A PURPOSE 



Mnemonics 

Devices (patterns of letters, 
ideas or associations) used to 
aid memory, typically to 
remember a list of items or 
elements 

 

ASSESSMENT WITH A PURPOSE 



Mnemonics 

Acronyms  Imagery 

Acrostics   Storytelling 

Association  Visualization 

Method of Loci Chunking 

 

ASSESSMENT WITH A PURPOSE 



 

The acronym MKT-RADAR 
(“MARK IT - RADAR”) will 
assist learners in identifying 
important elements when 
reading new music   

ASSESSMENT WITH A PURPOSE 



 METER 

 KEY 

 TEMPO 
------------------------------------- 

 RHYTHM 

 ACCIDENTALS 

 DYNAMICS 

 ARTICULATION 

 ROAD MAP 



METER 

 Check the beginning Meter (time) signature and 
scan the music (top left to bottom right) to 
locate and identify any changes in meter.   

 If possible, circle Meter changes with a pencil 
(or make a mental note) so they will be obvious 
when encountered during the sightreading 
process.   

 Remember, unless indicated otherwise, the 

eighth note remains constant.  



KEY 

 Check the Key signature and try to 
determine if the selection is in a major, 
minor or modal key at the beginning. 

 Identify any Key changes (again, scanning 
from top left to bottom right) and, if 
possible, circle these changes with a 
pencil (or make a mental note) so they 
will be obvious when encountered during 
the sightreading process.  



TEMPO 

 Identify the initial Tempo marking and 
identify any tempo changes or tempo 
alterations (rit., accel., fermata, etc.) 
which might occur.   

 Circle with a pencil, if possible. 

 



RHYTHM 

 Scan the selection for unusual or “tricky” 
Rhythms or syncopations.   

 If necessary (and time allows), isolate 
unique rhythms and syncopations 

 Verbalize, sing or clap the Rhythms until 
they become more familiar. 

 Mark with a pencil, if possible. 

 



ACCIDENTALS 

 Check for Accidentals which might be 
unusual or unexpected.   

 Circle with a pencil, if possible.  



DYNAMICS 

 Check for Dynamic markings at the 
beginning and throughout the selection 
(again, scanning from top left to bottom 
right).   

 Make a mental note of any dramatic 
dynamic changes (subito p, cresc., 
decresc., etc.). 

 Mark with a pencil, if possible. 

 



ARTICULATION 
 Look for unique or unusual Articulation 

markings. 

 Mark with a pencil, if possible.   

 Prepare mentally for a sequence of slurs 
or series of staccato or accented notes 
which might occur.   

 Identify and note any special markings 
(marcato, tenuto, trill, glissando, etc.). 

 



ARTICULATION 
 Verbalization of Articulation Markings 

 Dah = no articulation mark 

 Tah =         accent 

 Dot =         staccato 

 Taht =        marcato 

 Doo =         tenuto 

 Ah =           slur or tie 



ROAD MAP 

 Check for Repeat signs, First and Second 
Endings, D.S., D.C., Coda, etc., (signs 
which alter the direct path of the music). 

 Identify verbally and mentally the 
locations of these signs.   

 Mark with a pencil, if possible.  



MKT-RADAR 
 Excellent tool for sightreading preparation   

 When mastered, enables the student to 
sightread musical selections at his or her 
appropriate skill level with confidence  

 Assists ensemble members in learning to 
follow the director’s instructions and gestures 
during sightreading preparation and 
performance 

 Director should incorporate additional essential 
musical concepts (i.e., tone quality, balance, 
blend) to enhance sightreading skills 

 



Core Competencies for the Successful 
Development of Sightreading Skills  

Sightreading 101 – Fundamental 
Sightreading 201 – Intermediate 

Sightreading 301 - Advanced 

 Each book contains a series of sequential and 
progressive Competency Sets (with identified learning 
outcomes) focused on: 

 x.1 METER (TIME)/RHYTHM/SYNCOPATION  

 x.2 KEY SIGNATURE/SCALES  

 x.3 PITCH ACCURACY/INTERVALS/ARPEGGIOS 

 x.4 ARTICULATION/PHRASING 

 x.5 TEMPO 

 x.6 DYNAMIC CONTRAST/INTERPRETATION 

 x.7 ASSESSMENT 



Core Competencies for the Successful 
Development of Sightreading Skills  

Sightreading 101 – Fundamental 
Sightreading 201 – Intermediate 

Sightreading 301 - Advanced 

 Sightreading 101 – Introduced (as an 
“instructional textbook”) in the 2nd year, 
following completion of a standard first-
year beginning method 

 Sightreading 201 – Introduced upon 
completion of Book One (3rd or 4th year) 

 Sightreading 301 – 4th year or beyond 



Core Competencies for the Successful 
Development of Sightreading Skills  

Sightreading 101 – Fundamental 
Sightreading 201 – Intermediate 

Sightreading 301 - Advanced 

 One of the most unique and helpful elements of 
the SR Program is the Assessment Pack 

 May be administered in a pre-test and post-test 
format to allow for measurable progress 
assessment 

 One unison exercise and two actual band 
literature excerpts in each Assessment Pack 

 Four different types of assessment tools are 
provided 

 



Core Competencies for the Successful 
Development of Sightreading Skills  

Sightreading 101 – Fundamental 
Sightreading 201 – Intermediate 

Sightreading 301 - Advanced 



Core Competencies for the Successful 
Development of Sightreading Skills  

Sightreading 101 – Fundamental 
Sightreading 201 – Intermediate 

Sightreading 301 – Advanced 
by 

Dr. Ed Huckeby 

SCOPE AND SEQUENCE 



Core Competencies for the Successful 
Development of Sightreading Skills  

Sightreading 101 – Fundamental 
Sightreading 201 – Intermediate 

Sightreading 301 – Advanced 
by 

Dr. Ed Huckeby 

Note:  This series may be eligible for funding 
through your school’s textbook allocation 



 Q & A 

 Share Sightreading Experiences? 
 

THANKS! 
 

Dr. Ed Huckeby 

edhuckeby@gmail.com 

www.EdHuckeby.com 

Cell: (405) 905-9484 

 

www.Barnhouse.com 

 

ASSESSMENT WITH A PURPOSE 

mailto:edhuckeby@gmail.com


ASSESSMENT WITH A PURPOSE: 
Improving Your Band Students' Sightreading and Music Literacy Skills. 









A
1.1 METER (TIME)/RHYTHM - Constant Eighth: Simple Meter (4/4)

COMPETENCY SET #1
Bb Trumpet/Baritone TC







Constant
Eighth

073-4375-24







B
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1.2 KEY SIGNATURES/SCALES - C Major
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1.3 PITCH ACCURACY/INTERVALS/ARPEGGIOS 
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2.




M

1.4 ARTICULATION/PHRASING - Slur







N

1.5 TEMPO - Andante (“Moderately Slow”) Ritard (“Growing Slower”) A Tempo (“At The Previous Tempo”)
Andante







O

1.6 DYNAMIC CONTRAST -

1.



2.




P

1.7 ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
Andante

1.



2.























Major 2nd (M2) Major 3rd (M3) 



Perfect 4th (P4) Perfect 5th (P5) P4
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a tempo rit.
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A

13.1 METER (TIME)/RHYTHM - Constant Eighth: Introduction to Changing Meter

COMPETENCY SET #13

Constant
Eighth
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C
13.2 KEY SIGNATURES/SCALES - Integrated Scales

Constant
Eighth
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D
13.3 PITCH ACCURACY/INTERVALS/ARPEGGIOS 

1.



2.




E
13.4 ARTICULATION/PHRASING

1.



2.




F
13.5 TEMPO - Prestissimo (“Very rapidly”)

Prestissimo

1.



2.




G
13.6 DYNAMIC CONTRAST

1.



2.




H
13.7 ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Moderato

1.



2.
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A

PRACTICE ASSESSMENT EXERCISES

Allegro

Practice Assessment #1 - Correlated with Competency Sets 1-4
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• Assists teachers in meeting local, state and national standards.

• Specifically designed for “End-Of-Instruction” or
“End-Of-Term” assessment.

• May be incorporated into a pre-test/post-test assessment format.

• Materials designed for full ensemble with any instrumentation and/or individual lesson evaluation.

• Includes three assessment exercises - one unison and two full band “excerpts” correlated with
Sightreading 101, Sightreading 201 and Sightreading 301.

• Includes ready-to-use assessment tools for verbal, written and performance assessment and reporting.

• Evaluation may be administered by the conductor/director or an independent evaluator/adjudicator.
Appropriate for peer evaluation.

• Assists teachers in meeting the core Rehearse, Evaluate and Refine standards of the
National Association for Music Education.

• Assists teachers in meeting teacher evaluation standards defined
in the 2015 National Association for Music Education Position
Paper which states: “Measures of student achievement used in
teacher evaluation must be based on student achievement that
is directly attributable to the individual teacher...”

• Additional Assessment packs are scheduled for future release.

Assessment Packs

Measures student
progress with 

pre- and post-testing
ASSESSMENT PACK 101.1

ASSESSMENT PACK 201.1

ASSESSMENT PACK 301.1

Cat. No. 073-4490-00 - $60.00

Cat. No. 073-4436-00 - $60.00 Cat. No. 073-4590-00 - $60.00

“My final will be a no brainer!”
Jacquelyn Meunier
Southeast Polk High School
Pleasant Hill, Iowa

"I love it that this method includes
assessments that are easily used for
state required progress evaluations.
My administrators are can see 
quantified progress reports now too!"

Greg Allen
Highland Middle School
Highland, Illinois

 Sightreading Flyer 2015 Single Page_SIghtreading flyer  11/20/15  12:01 PM  Page 10
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A

14.1 METER (TIME)/RHYTHM - Constant Eighth: Simple Meter (4/4)

COMPETENCY SET #14
Bb Trumpet/Baritone TC







Constant
Eighth

073-4475-24







B
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14.2 KEY SIGNATURE/SCALES - Bb Major (Concert Ab Major)
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F
14.3 PITCH ACCURACY/INTERVALS/ARPEGGIOS 







G







H
14.4 ARTICULATION/PHRASING







I
14.5 TEMPO/INTERPRETATION/STYLE - Spiritoso (with spirit, animation, energy) Fermata (hold, pause)

Spiritoso







J
14.6 DYNAMIC CONTRAST

1.



2.




K
14.7 ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Allegro
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2.
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A
26.1 METER (TIME)/RHYTHM 

COMPETENCY SET #26

Constant
Eighth
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26.2 KEY SIGNATURE/SCALES - Eb Major (Concert Db Major) review / C minor (Concert Bb minor) review
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F
26.3 PITCH ACCURACY/INTERVALS/ARPEGGIOS 






G

1.



2.




H
26.4 ARTICULATION/PHRASING
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2.




I
26.5 TEMPO/INTERPRETATION/STYLE - Affetuoso (with passion, emotion, feeling)

Affetuoso

1.



2.

J
26.6 DYNAMIC CONTRAST - Elegante (in an elegant, graceful, refined style)

Elegante e rubato
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2.




K
26.7 ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Moderato
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2.
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Giocosamente




Practice Assessment #5 - Correlated with Competency Sets 18-22

1.




2.




Largo e cantabile

1.




2.




Scherzando

1.




2.




Alla Marcia
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Unique Features and Benefits of the Sightreading Series include:
• Progressive and comprehensive curriculum addressing the various musical skills needed to sight-read efficiently
• Serves as instructional “text book” for instrumental classes
• Learning outcomes and assessment material which make class preparation more efficient
• Learning outcomes can be adapted for school district, state and national learning and assessment models as needed
• Assists in meeting district, state and national standards
• Makes instructional assessment more efficient and easier to achieve
• Effective and easy-to-use Evaluation/Assessment chart
• Designed for series implementation in the second year of instruction (after completion of a standard “beginning band”

method book)
• Introduces a step-by-step Technique for effective sightreading
• Rigorous, Relevant and Measurable instructional material for your band curriculum
• Reinforcement of subdivision concepts for rhythmic accuracy
• Promotes progressive and sequential learning
• Each Competency Set includes exercises which address meter (time)/rhythm, key signatures/scales, pitch

accuracy/intervals/arpeggios, articulation/phrasing, tempo/interpretation/style, and dynamic contrast
• Assessment exercise at the end of each Competency Set allows for reinforcement and assessment of the concepts learned
• Peels back the layers of music and then brings them back together in a logical manner – gives students a focused way to

look at each musical element on its own
• Instructional elements are clearly labeled for ease of planning
• Keys are prominently identified for better comprehension and understanding
• Competency Sets can be used for ensemble or individual warm-up, or various individual elements can be “pulled out”

and incorporated into existing warm-up routine
• Can be used with any size group with any instrumentation
• Provides challenging, but fun-to-play educational material which can serve as (or supplement) your daily warm-up routine
• Can be used as a supplement for individual study or adapted for chair placement/progress evaluation
• Optional repeats for element reinforcement and/or extra practice
• Promotes accurate rhythmic reading through the “Constant Eighth” concept
• Includes essential vocabulary
• Flexibility within the percussion line - Top/Bottom lines can be used as traditional snare/bass line OR any battery instrument

may read either line (or a combination) to reinforce subdivision, pulse or full ensemble rhythms
• Relevant assessment exercises at the end of each Competency Set
• Extended practice assessment exercises at the end of each book
• Special End-Of-Instruction (EOI) assessment packs available
• Instructional materials can be adapted to rehearsal time and number of class meetings per week

SIGHTREADING SERIES
(Fundamental-101, Intermediate-201, and Advanced-301)

Core Competencies for the Successful Development of
Sightreading Skills
A sequential instrumental curriculum specifically designed for the 
development of core competencies necessary to read music “at sight.”
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A

29.1 METER (TIME)/RHYTHM 

COMPETENCY SET #29







Constant
Eighth







B
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29.2 KEY SIGNATURE/SCALES - Ab Major (Concert Gb Major) / F minor (Concert Eb minor)
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F
29.3 PITCH ACCURACY/INTERVALS/ARPEGGIOS 







G
29.4 ARTICULATION/PHRASING

1.



2.




H
29.5 TEMPO/INTERPRETATION/STYLE - Amabile (sweet, tender, gentle)

Amabile rit.

a tempo rit. a tempo1.




2.

I
29.6 DYNAMIC CONTRAST
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29.7 ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Moderato
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33.1 METER (TIME)/RHYTHM 

COMPETENCY SET #33
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33.2 KEY SIGNATURE/SCALES -  D Major (Concert C Major) review
B minor (Concert A minor) review







Constant
Eighth







E
















































































































































                              

 







 



 



          



 



 




  



                    




 





   



    



             

                             





 



             







 



 



  

                               





 







 



                   

                               

                            

For 
ref

ere
nc

e o
nly

. 

16

Ed
Highlight

Ed
Highlight

Ed
Highlight






F
33.3 PITCH ACCURACY/INTERVALS/ARPEGGIOS 







G
33.4 ARTICULATION/PHRASING

1.



2.




H
33.5 TEMPO/INTERPRETATION/STYLE - Vigoroso (With vigor and energy)

Vigoroso
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2.

I
33.6 DYNAMIC CONTRAST - Appassionato (Impassioned, with passion)

Appassionato
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33.7 ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Allegro
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2.
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A Allegro con spirito (q = ca. 132)

CONTEMPORA QUARTA
Ed Huckeby

Part One

Part Two
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Andantino

Practice Assessment #8 - Correlated with Competency Sets 30-33

Vivace

Capriccioso

Allegro
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A brilliant new system forteaching music literacy to today’sbands!

 Sightreading Flyer 2015 Single Page_SIghtreading flyer  11/20/15  11:59 AM  Page 1



The ability to read music on sight is one of the most important assets any musician can possess.  In addition to
developing the appropriate skill set for sightreading, a predetermined sightreading procedure can be beneficial to
both ensembles and individuals. This involves “practicing” the art of sightreading. The acronym MKT-RADAR
(                               ) assists learners in remembering the elements of this methodical approach to sightreading preparation. 

HOW IT WORKS....

SIGHTREADING PROCESS

Features include:
• Introduces a step-by-step technique for effective sightreading

• Progressive and comprehensive curriculum addressing the various music literacy skills
to sight-read efficiently 

• Serves as instructional “text book” for instrumental classes   
• Assists in meeting district, state and national standards

• Makes instructional assessment more efficient and easier to achieve
• Learning outcomes and assessment material make class preparation more efficient and can be 

adapted to fit curriculum
• Rigorous, relevant and measurable instructional material for your band curriculum
• Learning outcomes can be adapted for school district, state and national learning and 

assessment models as needed  

• FLEXIBLE: Competency Sets can be used for ensemble or individual warm-up, or individual 
elements can be incorporated into existing warm-up routine

• Instructional materials can be adapted to rehearsal schedule
• Use with any size group and with any instrumentation  
• Provides challenging, but fun-to-play educational material which can serve as 

(or supplement) your daily routine 
• Use as a supplement for individual study, adapt for chair placements or progress evaluation
• Percussion can be played by any ‘battery’ instrument reading from either line

• Designed for series implementation after completion of a standard “beginning band” method book

• Special End-Of-Instruction (EOI) assessment packs are available 

"A very logical, rigorous and measur-
able sequence of learning to aid all
musicians."

Will Fairbanks
Director of Bands
Greenville College
Greenville, Illinois
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Instructional 
elements

clearly labeled

Each Sightreading Co
mpetency Set 

includes the following
 elements:

 

_____________               

MKT-RADAR PROCESS
Scan the new music from top left to bottom right to locate and identify the distinct musical elements which can be categorized

through the following step-by-step preparation process:• Meter – Check the beginning Meter (time) signature and scan the music (top left to bottom right) to locate and identify 

any changes in meter. Remember, unless indicated otherwise, the eighth note remains constant. possible, circle Meter

process.
• Key – Check the Key signature and try to determine if the selection is in a major, minor or modal key at the beginning.

Then identify any Key changes (again, scanning from top left to bottom right). Be sure to look for any scale fragments

and/or arpeggios which might be identifiable.• Tempo – Identify the initial Tempo marking and identify any tempo changes or tempo alterations (rit., accel., fermata,

etc.) which might occur.   

• Rhythm – Scan the selection for unusual or “tricky” Rhythms or syncopations.  If necessary (and time allows), isolate 

unique rhythms and syncopations.  Then sing or clap the Rhythms until they become more familiar.

• Accidentals – Check for Accidentals which might be unusual or unexpected.  
• Dynamics – Check for Dynamic markings at the beginning and throughout the selection (again, scanning from top 

left to bottom right).  Make a mental note of any dramatic dynamic changes (subito p, cresc., decresc., etc.).

• Articulation – Look for unique or unusual Articulation markings. Prepare mentally for a sequence of slurs or

series of staccato or accented notes which might occur.  Identify and note any special markings (marcato, tenuto,

trill, glissando, etc.).• Road Map – Check for Repeat signs, First and Second Endings, D.S., D.C., Coda, etc., (signs which alter the direct

path of the music).  Identify verbally and mentally the locations of these signs.   
The MKT-RADAR acronym provides the musician with an excellent tool for sightreading preparation.  This approach, when

mastered, enables the musician to sightread musical selections at his or her appropriate skill level with confidence. It is

also critical that ensemble members work as a team to follow the director’s instructions and gestures during sightreading

preparation and performance.
You are now ready to proceed   Be sure to maintain concentration and count through extended rests   Remember  in almost

                   

                      

 

      

                       

               

            
                               

                 

               

                  

Adaptable 
Learning

Outcomes

Unison 
Melody 

lines

Meter (Time) / Rhythms / Syncopation

Key Signature / Scales

Pitch Accuracy / Interv
als / Arpeggios

Articulation / Phrasing

Tempo / Interpretation / St
yle

Dynamic Contrast / Interpreta
tion

Assessment Exercises

Balance / Blend

Interpertation / Style

Transferable
Process

"Students are easily able to apply
the MKT*RADAR approach to 
concert repertoire.”

Ted Heggen
Band Director
Southeast Polk Jr. High
Pleasant Hill, Iowa
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http://barnhouse.com/product.php?id=073-4375-00x




http://barnhouse.com/product.php?id=073-4475-00x


• dffasffdafs

• dffasffdafs
• dffasffdafs

Reinforcement 
of constant 

eighth

Prompts to use 
the sightreading

process

Extended-length
assessments in

each book

Hear the results!
Prompts remind students to use the        

process.  
Transfer this process over to your
band and lesson literature. Amazing!

Versatile!
Use exercises in order, or pick 
and choose, to supplement your 
lesson plans.

For intense work on just one 
element, read through that element’s
exercise from each of the 13 sets.

“I handed out a new piece and heard a marked improve-
ment after using the MKT-RADAR Process”

Greg Allen
Highland Middle School
Highland, Illinois

“Musical concepts are consistently
reviewed/reiterated"

Jacquelyn Meunier
Southeast Polk High School
Pleasant Hill, Iowa
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Exercises for
Rhythmic

Independence

Complete 
Scale

Reference

Advanced
Rhythm

Exercises

“This seems to capture the student’s attention.”
Jennifer Tylavsky
Southeast Polk 6th Grade
Pleasant Hill, Iowa
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• Assists teachers in meeting local, state and national standards.

• Specifically designed for “End-Of-Instruction” or 
“End-Of-Term” assessment.

• May be incorporated into a pre-test/post-test assessment format.

• Materials designed for full ensemble with any instrumentation and/or individual lesson evaluation.

• Includes three assessment exercises - one unison and two full band “excerpts” correlated with 
Sightreading 101, Sightreading 201 and Sightreading 301.

• Includes ready-to-use assessment tools for verbal, written and performance assessment and reporting.

• Evaluation may be administered by the conductor/director or an independent evaluator/adjudicator. 
Appropriate for peer evaluation.

• Assists teachers in meeting the core Rehearse, Evaluate and Refine standards of the 
National Association for Music Education.

• Assists teachers in meeting teacher evaluation standards defined 
in the 2015 National Association for Music Education Position 
Paper which states: “Measures of student achievement used in 
teacher evaluation must be based on student achievement that 
is directly attributable to the individual teacher...”

• Additional Assessment packs are scheduled for future release.

Assessment Packs

Measures student
progress with 

pre- and post-testing
ASSESSMENT PACK 101.1

ASSESSMENT PACK 201.1

ASSESSMENT PACK 301.1

Cat. No. 073-4490-00 - $60.00

Cat. No. 073-4436-00 - $60.00 Cat. No. 073-4590-00 - $60.00

“My final will be a no brainer!”
Jacquelyn Meunier
Southeast Polk High School
Pleasant Hill, Iowa

"I love it that this method includes
assessments that are easily used for
state required progress evaluations.
My administrators are can see 
quantified progress reports now too!"

Greg Allen
Highland Middle School
Highland, Illinois
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