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Easy Chord Identification & Improvisation Suggestions

Improvisation & Soloing Tips by Keith DiSantis
Head Band Director at Vernon M.S. in Harlingen CISD.
| have performed & recorded in New York City, Philadelphia, Atlantic City,
The South Jersey Shore, Austin, and South Texas for the past 40 Years.
Contact Info: keith.disantis@gmail.com , (956) 241-1913 cell

Improvisation, Easy Chord ID & Soloing Tips

#1. Building confidence using ability-level solos.

Most students are scared & nervous but want to play a solo.

| recommend giving students with little knowledge, especially M.S.
students and students starting to play in the H.S. Jazz Band, a good solo
that is at their ability level. You can use the written solo provided by the
arranger or have someone write a solo for the student at their ability level.

Help make the student sound good. Work individually with the student on
the solo. Have them practice standing each time they solo and practice
soloing with a microphone. Microphone & instrument placement is very
important.

Have the student practice acknowledging the audience with a smile or a
bow at the end of the solo.

Give the student positive feedback, with some encouraging words, while
they are playing the solo and when they are finished.

#2. Playing the blues using blues scale notes in a question and
answer style.

One scale that works for an entire 12 bar blues is the blues scale. Have
students learn & memorize all 12 blues scales. (See aftached handout.)

Use a Question & Answer Style while rehearsing the band. #1 Have the
rhythm section or a recording play the blues changes. #2 Demonstrate
playing an easy phrase using the blues notes and have the ensemble
answer you with that same phrase. This is a great starting point for
learning how to improvise.




#3. Teaching a chord or chord progression through a musical
line.

First have students learn & memorize major & minor scales and basic

chords. (See attached Scale/Chord handouts.) Give a brief description
about scales and chords. The more a student practices scales & chords,
the more a student will get to know their instrument well enough to begin

improvising.

After the students have a basic understanding of this, learn chords by
playing a phrase that is 2, 4, or 8 measures long and include chord &
scale notes. (See attached Il V handout.) Practice these phrases in all
12 keys. A good book that uses this style of teaching is “Pathways To
Improvisation” by Denis DiBlasio, Northeastern Music Pub., Inc.

#4. The importance of singing licks (jazz phrases) and being
able to play what you sing.

Take a simple one-measure phrase and sing it in all 12 keys going around
the circle of 5" and then play it the same way. (See attached Il V
handout.) This is how students can train themselves to be able to play
what they sing.

Spend time listening to great jazz artists and copying solos & licks you

like. Practice the licks in all 12 keys. A good one to start with is Dexter
Gordon. His lines are very tasteful, but not too hard to copy.
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