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DUNCANVILLE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
MINIMUM SKILLS FOR BAND

LEVEL MINIMUM SKILLS NEEDED TO AUDITION AT THIS LEVEL BAND CLASS

1 None Beginners (6th)

2
Play four assigned scales with no mistakes in three.  Play a one-octave 
chromatic.  Sightread with no mistakes in 70% of the measures an exercise that 
demonstrates eighth-notes.  ACCEPTABLE TONE IS REQUIRED ON ALL 
EXERCISES.

Instrumental Tech (JH) 
Freshaman II              

Remedial 10-12th

3
Play the Concert Bb, F, C, G, Db, Ab, Eb scales with no mistakes in four of 
them.  Play a one octave chromatic scale.  Sightread with no mistakes in 70% 
of the measures an exercise that demonstrates eighth-notes and triplets.  
ACCEPTABLE TONE IS REQUIRED ON ALL EXERCISES.

JH SYMPHONIC I-II

4
Play the Concert Bb, F, C, G, D, A, E, B, Gb, Db, Ab, Eb scales with no 
mistakes in six of them.  Sightread with no mistakes in 70% of the measures an 
exercise that demonstrates eighth-notes, triplets and sixteenth-notes.  
ACCEPTABLE TONE IS REQUIRED ON ALL EXERCISES.

Freshman I                    
HS Symphonic

5

Play the Concert Bb, F, C, G, D, A, E, B, Gb, Db, Ab, Eb scales with no 
mistakes in eight of them.  Sightread with no mistakes in 70% of the measures 
an exercise that demonstrates eighth-notes, triplets, sixteenth-notes and 
syncopations.  Articulate 16th notes at MM=116.  ACCEPTABLE TONE IS 
REQUIRED ON ALL EXERCISES.

HS Honors

6

Play the Concert Bb, F, C, G, D, A, E, B, Gb, Db, Ab, Eb scales IN ALL 
POSSIBLE OCTAVES with no mistakes in eight of them.  Sightread with no 
mistakes in 70% of the measures an exercise that demonstrates eighth-notes, 
triplets, sixteenth-notes, syncopations and multi-meters.  Articulate 16th notes 
at MM=124.  ACCEPTABLE TONE IS REQUIRED ON ALL EXERCISES.

Wind Ensemble
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Name: _______________________________  Instrument: _________________

SYMPHONIC I OBJECTIVES
FIRST SIX WEEKS

August 16-September 24

1.  _____ Parent Signature Due August 27:
_______________________________

2.  _____ Perform Bb, F, C, G, Db, Ab, Eb Scales at first tempo level

 
3.  _____ Spell and Finger Chromatic Scale at first tempo level with Metronome
 
 
4.  _____ Perform Chromatic Scale at first tempo level with Metronome
 
 
5.  _____ Correctly write counting on Fast Etude/Count out loud with Metronome

6. _____ Correctly write counting on Slow Etude/Count out loud with Metronome

7. _____ Perform assigned section of Fast Etude for Class or Sectional (Sept 7-
10)

8. _____ Perform assigned section of Slow Etude for Class or Sectional (Sept 7-
10)

9. _____ Warm Up Set 1 (Woodwinds Option 2; Brass Option 1)

10. _____ Rhythm Test 1 (from Rhythm Grid measures 1-20)

Pass Off Standard for Symphonic I Members
Perform with characteristic tone quality and/or vibrato, correct notes, rhythms,
dynamics, phrasing and intonation.  Minor flaws, if any, did not detract from the overall
performance.  Preparation is clearly evident.

Important Dates and Information To Remember!
PRACTICE REPORTS ARE 20% OF YOUR SIX WEEKS GRADE!  TURN IN ON

MONDAYS FOR FULL CREDIT!  180 MINUTES OF QUALITY PRACTICE PER WEEK
IS EXPECTED FROM ALL SYMPHONIC I MEMBERS.
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NAME:  _____________________________  INSTRUMENT:  __________________

ALL REGION SCALES PASS OFF CHART

q = 80
quarter/eighth

q = 100
quarter/eighth

q = 60
eight/sixteenth

q = 72
eight/sixteenth

Own
Tempo

Bb

F

C

G

Db

Ab

Eb

q . = 32 q . = 44 q . = 52 q . = 60 Own
Tempo

Chromatic
Scale
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WIND ENSEMBLE/INSTRUMENTAL ENSEMBLE OBJECTIVES – First 6 Weeks

1) Week of August 25th – With a partner, play off the opener from memory and
show your All-Region Book to a director.

2)  Week of September 1st – With a partner, play off Resting in the Peace from
memory.

3) Week of September 8th – With a partner, play off Blue Shades Part 3, from
memory.

4) Week of September 15th – With a partner, play off Blue Shades Part 4 from
 memory.

5) Week of September 22nd- Play _ of an All-Region etude by yourself.

Things to remember this 6-weeks:

1)  All-Region Jazz Tryouts are Sept. 27th at Highland Park.  Deadline for entry is Sept
12th.  Fee is $15.
2)  Magazine sale begins August 25th and continues until Tuesday, Sept. 9th.   No door-to-
door sales and no class time to be used.
3)  End of 1st Six-Weeks is Friday, Sept. 26th.   Ineligible students will not perform
beginning Friday, October 3rd at 3:30 pm
4)  Now is the time to be planning for SAT/ACT dates for this year.  There is an ACT on
Saturday Sept. 27th and an SAT on Saturday, October 11th.   These are the very best dates
in the Fall to avoid conflict with other activities.  There is an ACT on Saturday October
25th (DMI) that will also work well but the SAT on Nov. 1st will not.  The SAT on Dec.
6th conflicts with All-Region tryouts for the large sections.  The ACT on Dec. 13th is
usable, however, it will conflict with the All-Region Jazz Clinic.  Please plan carefully.
5)  It is not too early to plan your solo for this year.  Get with a private instructor or a
band director and make plans now in order to order and receive music in time and to get a
head-start with memory, etc.
6)  A handout concerning the Carnegie Hall trip (National Invitational Band and
Orchestra Festival) will be sent home soon.   Final approval from the School Board is
anticipated in the next few weeks and plans are being finalized.   The dates for the trip
will be Friday, April 9th, early departure from DFW and Monday, April 13th, evening
return from New York.  Since this is the Easter weekend, services will be available in
New York for those wanting to participate.   The final cost will be approx. $1200 per
person and we will have a schedule of payments during the year beginning with a small
deposit very soon.  Please make use of the Magazine Subscription Sale to get your
account balance high enough to make this deposit ($50 approx).  More information will
be sent home soon.
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