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You have to believe that what you have to offer, 

though it may seem ordinary to you, is just what others 

(i.e. your students) admire and desperately need. You 

can play the C scale blindfolded with one hand behind 

your back but 

your beginning 

s a x o p h o n e 

student hasn’t 

a clue, which 

makes you look 

simply amazing 

to her (with 

two hands 

and minus 

the bl indfold, of  course). 

To be successful we must change your thinking. 

It is the extra effort, the giving of ourselves and 

exceeding others’ expectations that takes us further 

and broadens our field o f 

influence. Listen to any 

success story and you’ll 

hear how someone overcame a so-called disadvantage or 

“normal” attribute to become great. How? By putting in 

extra time, going the extra mile, persevering to the end, 

and holding on to an unfailing belief that they could. 

What could you accomplish if you took what you 

have to offer and made it great, with the belief and 

a willingness to share? Are you willing to give your 

best without comparison to others? Imagine what 

doors could open if you decided to give more, if 

you raised the bar and brought increased value to 

your students and the people around you, simply by 

celebrating ordinary you. Here’s to your best year ever!

Randy served ten years as a nationally recognized high school 
band director and assistant marching band director at West Chester 
University. For over 20 years Randy has developed Marching Show 
Concepts as a nationally known company for quality marching band 
products and exceptional one-to-one services. Randy exemplifies an 
expertise and standard of excellence that is well known and respected 
throughout the music industry. He is an accomplished clinician, 
adjudicator and drill designer who continues to display his talents in 
the MSC collection of products and services.
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Thunder Soul 
A film celebrating a legendary Texas bandmaster opens in movie theaters 

across the nation this fall. THUNDER SOUL tells the story of Texas band leader 

and 2000 Texas Bandmaster Hall of Fame inductee, Conrad O. Johnson, and 

his leadership of the Houston Kashmere High School Stage Band in the 1970s. 

Produced by Jamie Foxx, THUNDER SOUL follows the extraordinary alumni who return home after 35 

years to play a tribute concert for the 92-year-old “Prof,” their beloved 

band leader. Johnson broke the color barrier and transformed the 

school’s struggling jazz band into a world-class funk powerhouse in 

the early 1970s.

The film is a powerful testament to the importance of arts education 

and its life long impact on students. It is also an exhilarating example 

of good teaching and the impact educators have in the classroom, 

school, and community at large. 

THUNDER SOUL opens in movie theaters across the nation in 

October. For more, visit www.ThunderSoulMovie.com.
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