2007 Maicolm Helm Memorial
Endowed Scholarship Recipient

In Janunry of 2007, as [ was
walking down the hall of the
University of Houstons Moores
School of Music | walked passed a
sign reading "2007 Malcolm Helm
Memorial Endowed Scholarship”
amd | was immediagely interesied
However, before 1 felt qualified
for applying for the scholarship 1
thought 1 should learn as much
about Mr. Helm as 1 could, 1
arvend the Moores School of Music
and have the esteem pleasure of
getting 1o learn from some of the
greanest music educators on the
planet. Two of those men worked
very closely with Mr. Helm before
his all-teo-garly passing in 1993
T:.'Ill.".l.!Lli the wisdom of Mr. Tom
Benmett, my wind ensemble
director s U'H and Mr. Eddie
Creen_ the lormer condectar ol
the University of Houston 'Wind
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about the dedication and suocess
of Mr. Helm and his invaluable
contribution to music education
in this szate, After discovering
more about Mr. Helm 1 felt it
APPROPHAlE [0 move [ororard in
applying for the scholarship in
his mame.

The rask of completing the
application process for the
scholarship was no casy task.
The process involved garthering
thres letters of recommendntion
from active members
of TBA which |
received from Mr. Tem
Beanett, Ms. Debma
Haburxy, Director of
Bands at Forestwood
Middle School in the
Lewiswille 15D and Mr
[ohn Benzer, Music
Edlucation [aculty
member at The Moores
School. 1 also had 1o compose a
letier wo the TEA Board of Director
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pspirations and pul together a
restime of accomplishments

| received an e-mail [rom Board
member Mr. Gary Robbins telling
me that | won the scholarship!
Following thae, | recelved a lener
from TBA telling me that | was
invited ta the convention and
wirild he homored ar the Active
Members Luncheon

Lipon arniving al the convention
I was eruly overwhelmed by the
congratulbations from the Board
members and band directors |

didn’t even know. The 1||1||-\;-_'-'|'-|'||_'r|_'

at the convention is one that is
iruly humbling. Mr, Al Starchio,
his wife Jan and all the members
al thie Board of Directors made the
event wonderfully enfoyable and
an experience to
remember

Having received
other honors
and scholarships
during my four
years of college,
| can easily say
that the monetary
value to the Helm
Scholarship and the
comvention experience minke this
scholarship particularly special
The opponunites that TBA olfers
college students are endbess and
invaluable to any future educasor
and every collegiate student
should find it necessary 1o ke
achvantage ol these opponunities. |
would like 1o thank TBEA and all its
members whe contribute 1o higher
education through the Helm
Scholarship. I inaly does make a
difference when a student can just
learn and not have to worry about
maney 5o again, thank you Mr.
anc Mrs, Al ‘;ill.ll-i,'tl.ll\.!-_ r:I_':-I-;,!I_':I'II
Myers and all the members of TEA

i deing what you do!
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